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The project is a collaboration between New York University
Abu Dhabi’s Camel Lab and Zayed University’s ZAl Arabic
Language Research Center.

[=1

The 2.5 years effort is funded by the Abu Dhabi Arabic
Language Center (ALC), starting September 2023.

The overarching objective of the BAREC project is to develop
a comprehensive reference resource to facilitate the study
and evaluation of Arabic readability across the Arab world.

http://barec.camel-lab.com/
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SAMER Project Lexicon (Al Khalil & Habash): 36,000 lexical entries
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house, tree, rabbit, blue, big, to make, to eat, to be happy, on, but
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lung, museum, equation, possible, united, to entice, to be rare, with,
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economy, sap, tranquility, sophisticated, proven, to breach,
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9,000+ books

classified!

Hanada Taha
Level
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Age

1 i 1 & (s3e I 6

2 - 1 & s I 6

3 c 1| e sie s I 6

4 3 1-2 | s sie (size I-11 6-7
5 2 1-2 | el i I-11 6-7
6 3 1-2 | el s I-11 6-7
7 3 2 | s 11 7

8 c 2-3 | o ot 11 7-8
9 h 2-3 | dawesf da i 11 7-8
10 $ 3| byl o 11 7-8
11 4 3-4 | el bagia 11-111 8-9
12 J 4 ol paiie 11 9
13 p 4-5 | oyl poiia 1l 9-10
14 O 4-6 | el piie HI-1V 10-11
15 o 6-8 | o e v 11-13
16 a 6-8 | sl e 1\ 11-13
17 o 7-8 | el ote v 12-14
18 wa 9 B siia v 15
19 t] 10-12 e ' 16-18

The Hanada Taha Arabic Readability Leveling Scale

19 levels of Arabic book readability
Detailed guidelines including many linguistic and
extralinguistic features

Level 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
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BAREC Planned Deliverables

o A 10M word corpus of text excerpts distributed across

readability levels, genres, topics, and text origins.
o Fair-use of text samples.

o Simulate the wide range of read materials in the world.

o Human annotations for sub-samples of the 10M corpus

o 1M words - sentence segmentations & sentence level readability
leveling in the Taha system.
o Guidelines to map the system from book-level to sentence-level.

o 100K words — syntactic annotations in CATiB dependency tree style.

o 40K lemmas — annotating a morphological lexicon with Taha’s 19 levels.
o Open-source Al tools

o Models for automatic readability using the annotated data.

o Automatically annotate the 10M corpus.

o Automatic readability reporting on new texts to help authors make
informed decisions.
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o As this is a new project, may we ask you for...
o Any feedback on the plan?

o Pointers to resources?
o Possible collaborations?

o General advice from previous and similar experiences?

o Any questions you may have?




